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Thi «a Sermon 
On the Death of the late 


[King WILLIAM, | E 


— 


5 | p 8 A L. . 11a 
x Why a art thou caſl down, oh my Soul ? and why art thou 
| diſſuieted within me? hope thou in God, for I ſhall 


Jet praiſe him, who is the health of my Gountenenee, 
and my God. 


— WY —»— — 
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II is the uſual Method of Divine Providews, 
to Chequer our Lives with Black and White; 
to alot us frequent viciſſitudes of Grief and 

Joy, which fucceed each other like Night and 
Day; and by thus varying our Proſpect effectually, 
to take care that we neither grow too fond of this 
World, nor be too much diſturbed gat its Croſflg. 
Were it not for this Wiſe diverſity of Diſpenſations, 


we ſhould be apt to „ink heavily in a ſtorm of Ad. 
- | verſity, or drive too lightly before a Gail of Proſpe. 

rity; we ſhou d find it very difficult to ſteer rioht- 
ly in the Extreams of either Condition; or at leaſt 
10 * the Helm with that fieadirieks and gravi. 
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64 7 
ty as becomes us as Men and Chriſtians : therefore] J. 
axthe Preacher tells us, Teaft we thoutd-be fwal: Nos! 
low'd'up of overmuch Sorrow our Afflictions are 1 
always {weetned with ſome comfortable Confide- | mow 
rations,” and our Ble ſlings mixed with ſome ſpelan- IK 
choly Refietbony,: to even our Ce ade u_ 
Ambitious Exaltations i 
:*Theſe are ihr Raid! og Mains. 6 God's uner-. 
rin Wiſdom. by which-Jic « Wi 5 in the general 0 
Joment ofthe World „ Un. agreeable to theſe 
Meaſures has he no.» proceeded in thut particuſar 
Seene of Providence Which lies before vs: That 
ſyrprizing Calamity under which We labour, by the 
unexpected Death of the belt ot Kings, it being 
gut ug, und made tolerable, by the Uappineſs we 
Xriect under. this auſpicious Influence af 10 excel - 
Bit a 2 and thoſe tranlports of Toy on the 
other fide cannot but be mocerated in ſome degree. 
by ſeuſe of this great Loſs we have ſo freſtily tw 
gained. . have therefore cude bed to: ſuite my 
Text: to the argering Cirgumfſtanccs of the preſent Oca- 
ben; which; invites us at Chee, to Condole and Cour 
e Fut, lo attend the oing down of our 
tettingg Sun, with that decent Zeavineſs which be- 
comes tuch a Night: „ and then refeſh our ſelves i in 
the Rays of the Rg Sun, with that ſolemn Joy. 
. which is due to ſuch a Moruang. The. former of. 
theſe Reflectrous, will inferm us of the Occaſion Why 
e are caſt down, and the latter will e 6 
u wick the juſt Regſog which we have #0 bo 
72 6 25 and refo folve to Leal PER who is "the ealth pe 
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6 
ref 1 uy therefore divide why Diſcourſe in theſe two fol- 
l. lowing Pro ropofttions: ©. PLAY 
re 1. 1 (Hl 6 kv inte te juſs Conſe: wo have 6 
e- [mon#n for the AMi@tioti'latd upon us in tlie IE 
n. King to wilo e owe N üeln And, | 
id | 2%, Examine the Obligatien we lie under fo re- 
jorce ard be thnkful for the Bleſſitigs ſforaed us in 
r- [Poffeſſion of a Deen, om Whom we alt "_ 
o [om 
e Fiſt, It is nal pon any juſt dere 1 of bi bo | 
ar [proportion our Griet, if we are duly affected, ei- 
ac ther to the true value of its Object, or to the great- 
1e | neſs of thofe Advantages which we reaped from its 
zg [Enjoyment © If then we will be guided by thels 
ve [equitable Meaſures, and apply them to the preſem 
. Inſtance, we ſhall find our felves obliged to maurn 
12 deeply for the Loſs of fo excellent a Prince, and in 
ee Wy, to juſtify our Sorrow, let us conſider how va- 
u. | jnable he was in Himſelf; and what vaſt Benefits he | 
V has imparted to us. 
a- Our late Soveraign of bleſſed Memory, might 
1. juftly claim that Character which all} Kings pre- 
w tend (how few of them ſoever do ſtudy tod-ſerveit) 
e- of being God's Yiteperents upon Earth, who take 
in [pleaſure in delivering the Oppreſſed, and doeing 
y. [good to Men: A Pritice that had certainly in him 
dk. [true Elevations of Greatneſs, happily tempered with 
iy [Bowels of Compaſſion and good Nature; He was 
fon? that really aimed at the Welfare of his Sub 
jets, and truly deſired that Peace, Love, and Uni- 
y might be eſtabliſhed amongſt: them, as is evi- 
8 gent From the firſt as that * from the 
Thrane. 


B41. 5 _ : 
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Throne, to the laſt that he made to his Parliament. 


He had not only a ſincere Deſire, but he had al- 
fo an Ability to manage our publick Affairs, in 


Times of- Peace, and gave the World undeniable 


Proofs that he was a Prince of ſingular Conduct 


and Courage, to lead our Armies in time of War; 


and was look'd upon, (as to martial Exploites j as 

the moſt conſiderable Prince in Furope, being e- 

ſteemed as the Life and Soul of the whole Alliance, 

and has all along been the main laſtrument, under 
God) to check the exorbitant Power of Trance. 

_ + This is the King which we have loſt, the King 


that ſinful Englund thefe Thirte:n Years has been 


blefl'd with ; tne Man by whom Heavei has im- 
parted ſo many ſignal Mercies, not only to us, out 
to the greateſt part of Farope : A King that was not 
only in Name bur indeed and in Truth, a real De- 
tender of the. Chriſtian Faith, in its Innocent Pu- 
rity and Perfections; A King, not only pious and 
Religious, but declin'd no dangers abroad, nor 
#:upsling difficulties at home, to make our Nation 
happy and glorious : And indeed Great Britain did 
never in any Age, {ince we ware firſt a People, ap. 
pear with ſo much. Glory, nor made ſo great'a Fi: 
gurt, all over the Cnriftian World as we did in 
the late Reign of this Great and Good King, 
which God has now depriv'd us of. 

This Great Lats may ſeem 1nore Dreadful, whe 
we conſider what a Proud Intreiguing, potent and 
ſubtile Adverſary we have to deal with; It look 
as if the Almighty was angry with us, and as i 


the Death of this our Soveraign, was the Fore· run 


ner 


* 


erte | 
them of the Miracle Working Moſes; the Mam upon 


ner of ſome approaching and Impending Calenity- | 


to our Nation; Tho indeed, this is not always tlie 


Deſign of Heaven, in removal of ſuch Inſtruments 
of Deliverance and preſervation from a people; 


but ſometimes ſuch Diſpenſations of Providence are 
the happy Perſages of God's more immediate Ap 


peal ance in the behalf of a Nation, in order 
make his mighty Power and Glory the more emint- 
ly viſible in the Diſtruction of his Enemies; that ſo 
men may not look ſo much at the neanes of Human 
Inſtruments as to forget God, wlio is the only Giver 
of Victory and Succeſs. And thus we know He 
daelt with the Children of Iſrael: For when He had 
brought them juſt upon the Skirts of Canaan; He 
Fratch'd away Aaron, and ſuddenly after deprivd 


whoſe only Conduct and Courage, they wholely 
depended, for the Conquering that Countrey to 
which they were marching. Thar fo they might 
be convinc'd that it was God only, and not Moſes 
and Aaron, that made their Army Succeſsful ; and 
that they might thereby learn to depend on the 
Providence and Power of God, more than their own 
Strength and Policy; which they would nut ſo eaſily 
have done, if thoſe mighty Men who brought them 
out of the Land of Egypt, had liv'd till they had 
been quietly ſettled in the Land of Canaan; But 
they would have been very apt, as they were after- 
wards, upon leſs occaſion, to have 1doliz'd their 
own Nets, and Woerſhip'd their con Draęꝑgs. 
They would certainly have ſaid that the Conduct 
of Moſes, and their own mighty 'Valour W 
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the::Congueſt, and conſequently. have forgotten, 


o® ” k Do WAY , 
Tat the mot high God, is the only General ane 
Loig. of Hoſt. It omi ani l To reed) 
AJ poſſinl 


19 * may be the Deſign; of Providence, 
Ht heDeaah four late Dread Soveraign, of;tBlel- 
en Mens. Wh Was) 4, Prince for fungus 

gagheut the: whole: Werld for his Sagsgity, in 


nm weling the deep Deſigns of a: crafty. and int 
ng Enemy; and en whom welle much ner. 
aon dhe Mun bling of Tyrany: and Eſtahhſhnent 


of Truth and Vextus, uon firm, ſure and.laſting 
Fpupgation,, bychim ſo neanly perfected. Sp haet 
hadghis MightyiMan of Vabour, and Darling gf he 
People lid, g have been mafle SuccgſsfuI inyQver. 
_ ithrowing;1yraniel. PONT, god reduc! 


aanchnet have gien unto God the Honopr aad Glory 
de to his: Name: And therefore that our Succeſs 
which we ſo eagerly promiſed our ſelves, in, the 


Heſſnaction of our;Enemics, may themore evidently |! 


appear to bę the Work of God, this Potent Prince 
16 gaken from us, And perhaps to let the World 
have another Proof that the Lord is King for ever, 


And therefars, when he pleates, 1 make even ay: 
Woman his Vice-gerent in a Nation where he can 


- make that ,Peopie- as Successful in War, as ghey 


wers when govern'd by a Man of the gręateſt Ren- 


denz and for this Reaſon poſſibly it is, that che 
High and Mighty Princeſs Aune, is hy the Pro- 


vidence of Heaven advanced 0 the Imperial Crown 
of thele Kingdoms, that ſo under the Reign and 


ok L Govern- 


eng 0: A France to 
| ms juſt Ligütts we ſhould have been too apt, to 
have eſteem d the King more than . bare Intrumantz 
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al Government of a Woman, the pride EE Hank: 


1eſs of France, to make its Domineering Monarchs 
ali more grating and uneaſie, be Providentially re- 
erved fur c neot the weaker ſex, to let that Tyrantn 


of. KW thar there is a God that judgeth the Earth, 
Ilnar can ule what Inftruments he pleaſes. for the 


Preſervation of his People, and the Puniſhment of 
1's Enemies. And indeed ſomething like this God 
:ath done for: England already when it flouriſhed 
idove 40 Years under Queen Elizabeth; who gave a 
mortal Blow to the Pride and Power of the then 


| Aſpiring Spaniards, who were aiming at Universal 


Empire, and ready to invaid us; So our Ann, may, 
under God) have the laſting honour of putting a 


Bull Period to the Ambitious Deſigns of the Houſe 


0 pt Bourbon. 


This I ſay, may be the Deſign of God in taking 
way our late Gracious Monarch fromus; tho indeed 


{| f we look at our ſelves and cunſider the Wickedneſs 


}f the Nation, we have but little reaſon. to belive 


ly hat Heaven intends us ſuch a favour by it, but rai- 
ber that his Death is to us, as the Death of Good 


70 ah was to the Jews, a fatal Omen of worſe af- 
liction coming; w hich it ic be, we may even thank 
hur ſelves, and our own Wickedneis, and Prophan- 


| (cſs for. it; becauſe that notwithſtanding all. the 


neanes and motives that God, and our late King 
jave made uſe of to Reform us. we refuſed to amend 


dur ways and our doings, and are > RH] as bad, if 
Or worſe than ever. 


Job tells us, that ARictions comes not forth from the 
lf, neither does troubie t. bins but * the Ground; 


We 


| - g — 2 ee 


6109 ; 

we muft look upwards for the Original of our (F* 
lamities, God is indeed the Author of our Puniſ® 
ments, but we muſt look for the cauſe of it amaſf{s 
our ſelves. We have had ſeveral Inſtances of G 
heavy diſpleaſure, which has all been deſign'd . 
our amendment; and yet hitherto we have not {* 
fered them to have a due Effect upon us. Why | 
we grew forgetful of our happy Deliverance, M 
began to takeaway ſome of the chief advantages 
it, that we might learn to value our Bleſſings by | 
want which we found of them : And firſt the G 
rious Queen Mary was raviſh'd from us at a ſtio 
who was deliglittul in our Eyes and the Joy of « 
Hearts ; and tho we mourn'd and lamented for 
touching an affliction, yet we were but litle c 
cern'd at thoſe Sins which had occafion'd it: Aged 
a Competent attendance for the Effect of this Judf 
ment, God rouz'd us again out of our grots Inte: 
bility by depriving us of a Prince, in whom weh 
treaſured up our hopes, and lodg'd our Exx ectatiq; 
of future Proſperity ; and yet, how little were 
affected with this ſecond Influction? How far wi A 
we from anſwering Gods Ends in our Correctio! itl 
The long ſuffering of God has waited ſeveral Vea h 
and we have ſtill doz'd on, in the ſame ſtupid([® | 
and Impcnitency , and therefore he has defervedſ® 

given us a ſtzrtling Blow indeed, which cannot pro 
waken ns into Reountance, unleſs the Sleep that fel 
has [lz us be mo Death: The breath of our Nu 


firdds, tle ancinted f the Lord, of whom we ſaid % 

der J is Shadowy te $21 lia, is ſnatch'd away fr aÞÞ!15 

m2 ſbrprizingly. id virzxpectedly. The GrownNPrt 
510 2 


: (38 
ur Men from our Head, woe unto us that we have finueds 
duni. v 16. Away then with that open Prophan- 
amdlſs and Debauchery, that contempt of God, Re. 
f Cion, and Sobriety, that Ingratitude for Bleſſings 
1q | the firſt Magnitudz, and that Murmurings at 
\ot Mapointments of ſmall conſideration, which are to 
Wh met with in all Ranks and Degrees of Men 
> ongſt us: Away with theſe uncharitabie Diſſen- 
es (ns and Diviſions, rchoſ: ſelſih Principles and vio- 
by t Methods; which ſem? in all Parties promote 
je lich fo much heat, as renders the publick Spirit 
ſtr od Moderation of others ineffectual. 
of q Theſe are the [raytors which have taken off our 
for Þveraign ; theſe are the Murtherers of our Bene- 
le Mor and Deliverer, and unleſs theſe Enemies of 
Afgod and the Nation are orought forth by us, and 
juq; in before him, we muſt expect {harper judgments 
Hlendan we yet have felt; We thall find that God is 
ve Ut incens'd agaiu't us; That for all this his anger is 
aticht turned away, but that his hand is ſtreteh'd out (till. 
ere + 
- we And that is the uſual Method that God takes 
4;oFith the World, is ſufficient ly evident to every one 
Yeaſ10 has ſeriouſly reid the Sacred Scriptures, where 
mide find the Smiling, or frowning Providence of 
vedhod towards the Children of Iſrael was always ac- 
notÞrding to the vertues or vices of the Generality of 
har heir Nation. And of this, the Royal Prophet 
ur Qauid gives us a particular Rejaiio1 as you may 
11d de in the 78 and in the 106 Pfuln, where: he rec- 
fr 11S up ſeveral Rebellions of the People againſt the 
x aord their King, and the Judgments where with 
fa; ; be 


(3-7 


he afflicted them for the ſame. When Vertue anges 
Piety did flouriſh and abound amongſt them, therRai 
Plenty and Proſperity was within their 'Bordergpvit 
too; but as often as vice and Prophunnoſs beca:nPh 
predominant, the Wrath of God was kindled againſt 
them; and was fo highly diſpleas'd with rheifft) 
Doings, that he abhorr'd his own Inhcritance ; He 
forſook even the Tabernacle of Shiloh the Leihe 
which he had placed amongſt Men, and either bop 
Sword, by Famine, by Peſtilence, or elſe by ſfomffro 
other National Affliction, he moit certainly ' anf(s 
{ſeverely laſh'd them for their Sin. fer 

Nor did God only exerciſe this Provide gce tqͥm 
wards his own People the Fewes, but his Dealingþes 
were juſt the ſame with other Nations too; as who 
are ſufficiently taught by the Examples of Edonſac 
Amon, Tyrus, A4ſſyria, Moab, and Midian, Canaaiſ is 
and Caldea, with many other places. And tho tha. 
Almighty is not ty'd to Precedents, yet from the 
Examples we may with great Probability ſuppolÞ.; 
that as in the Ages of Old, God always bleſs'Þ/. 
People while they were obedient to him, and fon, 
lowed them with ſharp Judgments when they rg A 


bell'd againſt him; ſo he will deal with the Worlfg 


new .; Becauſe theſe Diſpenſations, as to the maifir 
ſubſtance of them, ſeemes to be perpetual, anfin 
founded on that which can never be changed, eveſſt 


Divine juſtice, whereby God is, as it were, obligeſic 


to vindicate the Honour and Holineſs of his Law 
in order to give ſome Check to the Over-flowing dþr 
Wickedneſs ; ſo that when ever Prophaneſs and 1d] 
religion, is become National, when a People comb 


620 


unqhes together againſt Heaven, when Hand joines in 
herfland to do Wickedly, then we may ſafely foretell, 
dergvithout the Spirit of Propheſy that the Scourge of 
a:nGÞPivine vengeance is juſt at hand, and if there he 
ainſot a general Reformation, we may fear, and that 
theißſty too, a general Ruine; For Publick Judgments 
He the Banks and Shores, upon which God breakes 
Terſhe Inſolency of Sinners, and by which he puts a 
r bop to their proud Waves; he ſends National 
ſ{onroubles as the juſt Deſerts of National Wicked- 
ans. And does not deal with Publiek Societies of 
en as lie does with fingle Perſons, defer the Re- 
e tÞmpence of their Doings till after Death; but he 
inches conſtantly reward or puniſh National Piety or 
as Wh ophaneneſs even in this Life, it being the only 
Edonſace in which it can poſſibly be done. Parallel tg, 
maamhis, is that ſaying of Samuel to the Children of 
10 thfyzel. 1 Sam. 12. 24, 25. Only fear the Lord & ſerue 
thell Hz im truth with all your Hearts; for conſider 
ppol$þ.ut great things He hath dine for yeu. Eut if ye ſhall 
Jleſs'Þ do wickedly. he (hall be c nſumed both ye and vous 
4 toÞþng. | 5 
ey If And indeed the Sin of the Nation is the procure. 
Norlfg cauſe of all the trouble that we either feel or: 
> maifir; it is for that that our Heart is faint; for theſe: 
 aRings that our Eyes are dim, it is this, as we have 
, eveſſt reaſon to fear, has brought upon us this great 
bligenden and ſurprizing Loſs, 1 mean the Death of 
Law King, the Reſtorer and Preferver of our Rel. 
ing qn and Liberties; and if we go on {till to do wic. 
nd Iidly, we ſhall moſt certainly bring upon our ſelves. 
combid the Nation 8 worſe anda far greater Loſs and 
| = 1 
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tocontinue fo, ) are an Abomination to the Lord. 


( 14) 

a God has depriv'd us of our King, ſo he will alſo 
ſtrip us of all Spiritual and Temporal Bleſſings 
which now we enjoy: For while we are at Peace 
with Sin, we can expect nothing but the Wrath 


and Indignation of God againſt us; Nay we are 
told iy in His Hely Word, chat the very 


Prajers of the Wicked, (that is of ſuch as are reſolved 


Let every one of us therefore take care to amend} 
one; for that Publick Reformation which is neceſ-{ 
fary to turn away the Indignation of Heaven from 
us, and to prevail with God to eſtabliſh and proſ-ſ 
per the Government of the Queen, is a thing thatf 
muſt be begun by particular Perſons. And let nonef' 
of us be ſo fooliſh as to think, that Her Majeſty 
Health, or bare wiſhing Proſperity to the Nation, 
nor {wearing that we are true Church men, or; 
wiſthng Damnation and Confuſion to the French fi: 
&c. that will make us either good Subjects, or able! 
to oppoſe our Enemies. But they are the true Song 
of the Church; and beſt Members of the State, what” 
live up to that pure, that holy and undefiled Relig. 
gion which is profeſſed amongſt ns, that are th, 
only Perſons to be Inſtrumental in procuring a BleſY 
fings to theſe Nations; It is Sin, and nothing elſe$n 
that can bring down the Wrath of God upon qe 
Land; and it is Repentance and a General Reform 
mation, and nothing elſe, that can make us a floug, 
riſhing and happy People. 5. 

Let us I ſay therefore, that Ced's Wrathful Info 
dignation may be turn'd from us, and that the Lol, 
of the King, may be made up in the long and Proifi 

nero 


1 of 
| alſoþþrous Reign of our Gracious Qneen Ann, and that 
eſſings he Bleſſings of the Lord may Crown with Succeſs 
Peaceſhe Councels and Undertakings now under conſi- 
Vrathferation ; let us ſhew the World that we do in 
e arefuth and reality wiſh and endeavour: the Defence 
2 very the Nation, and the continuance of, the 1 F 
olvedh its Purity amongſt us, by Repenting of and for- 
d. king our Sins, which has, and will be the only 
mendſrocuring cauſe of God's Wrath, and our Enemies 
neceſ. Nvantage over us, if ever they prevail. 


from And let us all be very careful to maintain Peace among 
proſqur ſelves, being aſſured that Unity and Concord is the 


3 thaiſtſt way to advance Religion, and to maintain the pre- 
'nonekut Eſtabliſhment againſt all Ene mies and Oppoſers what- 


ty ever. And as we all hope to meet in Heaven at laſt, & 
FACY pect there to be happy With God in Peace and Love; 
IONS: us have no difſerence about the way that leads thither : 
1, Olſut let our greateſt Contentioa be for the future, how we 
renchan out- do each other for the publick Welfare; and who 
ablerſon live moſt agreeable to the Rules of CAR and 
 Son$lo can bring forth the moſt Eminent fruits of Repen- 
nce. | 
| ©. &- And laſtly, Let us rejoyce in the goodneſs of God, after 
it Occaſion of Grief, who has conferr'd on us a Bleſ- 
> the ing we ſo little deſerve. EY es © 
Bleſſ Suppoſe the Daughters of the 2biliſtians ſhould Tri- 
 elſegmpa when it is told in Gath, that our mighty one is fallen, 
don F< they muſt be forc'd at the fame time to acknowledge, 
eforÞMong the Heathen, that the Lord bas done great things for 
floul, nor can we fail to Eccho from our grateful Hearts, 
Va the Lord hath done great things for us, whereef we rejoyoe, 
11 He hat h graciouſly wipe4 the Teors from our Eyes, he has gra- 
I oaſly confirn!d to us the Advantages which we formers 
Loy cnjay'd, and given us juſt reaſon to expect greater; & 
Proſ here fore we mult take cate that cur joy and eur grati- | 
TO uc 


" * * ——— — ——h— — 8 4 FR 
* 


* nabe to the greatneſs of our Bleſſing 
— have received; fince to be coldly affected wit ſo tag 
_ Merey, is the ready way to tempt God ro withdrawl 
_ who1s wonderful jealous of his Darling Aztribures,] 
Will not ſuffer it to be proſtituted to the unthanktuy 
inſenſible. Let our Hearts then over-flow with gratif 
| and joy, and let us jointly expreſs the true ſenſe which 
1 have, of the happineſs we enjoy under her preſent 
1 xſty, by Praiſes and thankſgivingto Almighty God 
= is the giver of this and allother good Gifts, by aſcribin 
1 him tic ſole Hynour of it, and not vainly imputing it 

any merit of our own, and by anſwering the end off 
And all other his Mercics, iu the purity and unblai 


* 


1 bleneſs of our Lives and Converſations: ana by Loy 
F And chearful Obedience to the Queen our Soveraign 
ji | being the only Bleſſing that can Attone for the great 


i we have lately ſuſtain d by the Death of our Soveraig 
Bleſſed Memory: Let us follow the good and grad 
"Example of Piety and Zeal for Religion which ſhe 8 
us: and by a heariy and vigorous Afﬀiſtanc: of her, þ 
With our Perſons; and our Fortunes, for Complea 
that great Work which is in ſo good a forwardnels, ;j 
hich ſhe has engag d ſo honourably ſince her comin} 
the Crown, and in ſo doing, who knows bur God ni 
turn the Death of the King, which out Enemies w 
render fo dreadful and fatal ro us, to our Advantage, 
this Heavenly Providence will moſt certainly do, if 
Will but repent of our Sins, aud amend our Lives, 
. if we ſtill go on in doing t vil, he wil after the dofs af, 
| 


- "great and good King fend us a worſe, and a fatg' es 
- Mifortune: And tho we are now laying our Great 
- *harch in ine Grave, let us not frget- to lift up our Hearts. 

; Souls to the King of Glory, but chearfuily ſubmit gur ſelves 10 

| wiſe and unerring Prandence, who certainly knows beſt mh 
1 moſt proper and convenient for all ſiates and Ring los. wi 
|  thatwemay all do, God of bis infinite Mercygrant. Ame 
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